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THE 
GHRISTI.!. ..... LA . Oli' GIVIN(} .. , 
, , : , 
VERY man ought to give, and most men 
do give. 1¥Iany are seriously puzzled to 
know bow much they should give. Before 
attempting to aid them directly in the solution 
of this probleln, ,ve will state a few prelimi~ 
oal'Y considerations bearing upon the subject .. 
The Divine will has been revealed to man 
in three dispensations of pruvidential disci ... 
pline .. 
First was the patriarchal, \vhich revealed 
'''and illnSl,rated the yvisdom, maje~ty, and po\\r" 
er 0 f God in connection with the ,vorld of 
nature .. 
rfhen calne the Mosaic, \vhichespecially 
revealed and illustrated IIis holiness, just ico, 
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mercy, and sovereignty in the history of thfl 
JewIsh nation. 
• 
I .. astly appeared the Christian dispen::.:ation, 
. revealing and illu~trating His love iu the sac-
rifice of his Son, and in the establishment of a 
spiritual religion, with love as its spring of 
energy and supreme principle of law. 
1'he patriarchal religion, "rith its fe\v and 
siInple duties, made comparatively little en .. 
croachment upon the life of" Relf. The Jewish 
system attacked the life of self in many ways, 
but legalized much that remained as in the 
case of multiplicity of wives, which were per-
mitted theul "because of the hardness of their· 
hearts." 
'. 
But the Christian religion seelc8 the utter ero ... 
tirpation of the life 0..( selj~ as being essential-
ly opposed to its spil-ituality and benevolence, 
and hence depletes it in every possible way. 
In harmony with this view, the patriarchal, 
FA.MILY religion required the givi?"ig of one 
tenth. . 
rfhe Jewish NATIONAL religion extendeClthat 
demand to about one thir·d. . rfhe Christian 
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UNIVERSAI.J religion, in accordance with the 
breaclth of its design, ulade ~tilllarger denlands, 
in order thus to illustrate it&1 pril1ciple of love, 
and secure the extirpation of the life of self 
No truth can be properly appreciated until 
our thoughts are lifted to an altitude corre .. 
sponding with its nature. We should, there .. 
fore, examine the CHRISTIA.N LA. W OF GIVING, 
not from the low gl"ounds of our own selfish .. 
ness, or of viewR of duty ,vhich have been 
begotten by such selfishness, but from the 
lofty heights of God's purposes as declared 
to us in the n1arch of bis revelations clown 
through the dispensations. 
There are tVv?O classes of PRINCIPLES likewise 
bearing upon the subjeut which, considered in .. 
thei.r mutual relations, may reveal the law 
which ,ve are seeking. They are, first, 1'he 
mental, social, and naturally religious. Sec· 
ond,The gracious, or supernaturally religious. 
I..;et us start with the assulnption of three 
principles of the first class, all so generally ad-
ulitted that we need not stop to prove thenl : 
First, The existence of a faculty presnppf}ses 
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the duty to exercise it lmder appropriate con. 
ditions. 
Second, The existence of relations originates 
corresponding obligations. For example, if one· 
is in the relation of a parent, he has a parent's 
duty to perform; and so of all other relations. 
Third, Any duty that may be ascertained 
by the applieation of the above principles may 
be modified, but cannot be abrogated, by the 
• 
la ws of grace. 
In the application of the foregoin g princi-
ples we shall use the terms employed by 
phrenology simply as the most convenient to 
express undel'lying mental facts, without, by 
so doing, indor8ing or denying its clairns •. 
That there is in the human mind a faculty, 
.. 
Veneration, the propel' function of which is to 
. reverence and adore; and that there is anoth-
er faculty,. Conscientiousness, the function of 
which is to bring· the mind to the test of 
right, and to utter an imperative Ought or 
Ongllt Not in regard to moral actions, will not 
'. be denied. 
Further, that these faculties are found in 
, .,' 
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relations of guilt; that is, where tbe conscien-
tious ought stanc1s opposed to the actual 
accomplishments of the soul, is a fact of 
universal adult experience. 
That, under these circumstances, these fac-
ulties should have a spontaneous expression, is 
a law of their being, because such are the con-
ditions which naturally excite them to instinct-
• • • lve actIvIty. 
Wha.t that expression is, the history of the 
race makes evident, for that history is one 
long record of the attempts of men to sacri-
fice in the fulfillment of their religious convic-
tions. Hence our first proposition, namely: 
The existence of the faculties of Veneration ' 
and Conscientiousness, in relations of guilt, 
instinctively predisposes to saorifice. In the 
accomplh;hment of this design, the l)aid em ... 
ployment of others to offer the sacrifices has 
been a legitimate inference, either from a con .. 
sciousness of personal unfitness, or from the 
onerousness of the ~ervice required. Hence 
all nations have had their sacrifiees, and their 
priests to. offer them. 
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These faculties find further natural expres-
sion in the support of such rites, ceremonies, 
and ... institutions as may seem to be required 
by the main object, namely, the offering of 
acceptable sacrifices. Hence aU nations b:lve 
had their religions rites, ceremonies" and insti-
• tutlons. 
That there is a faculty, Benevolence, the 
proper function of which is to sympathize with 
the suffering and to relieve their necessities, 
and that this faculty exists amid suffering and 
want, Done will question .. 
The instinctive expression of Benevolence, 
in relations of want and suffering, is the 
immediate relief of the suffering, and, by 
natural inference, the making of surh provis .. 
ions to alleviate it, or to prevent its recur-
rence, as the thought of the age Inay suggest; 
hence the sympathetic reliefs of charity, and 
the merciful provisions in the forrn of bene-
ficiary institutions, etc., for its continued 
benefactions. 
Hence our second proposition, namely: 
The existence of the faculty of Benevolence in 
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relations of suffering and want instinctively 
predispo~es to offerings of charity. 
N ow, if there be a revealed !eligion which 
is designed to save men with such faculties, 
amid such relations of guilt, want, and suffer-
ing, it ~!UST, in the nature of things, MA.l(E 
SOME PROVISION FOR THE E1tlP.LOYMENT of these 
faculties. 
Accordingly we find Abraham, when return ... 
ing from the pursuit of Chedorlaomer and his 
confederates, offering" tithes of atl " the spoils 
to Melchizedek, "priest of the nlost high 
God." 
And Jacob, at Bethel, after his wonderful 
dream, vowed that if the Lord would be ·with 
him he would give him a tenth of all that he 
might gain, thus proying that, under the pa-
triaruhal dispensation, a tenth was the recog ... 
nized amount to be sacrificially apportioned 
to religious purposes. 
The Mosaic econon1Y gave clirectionto stlch 
natural expressions of function in a variety of 
la ws, for example: 
, 
~"irstll The law of priestly snpport, \vhich 
• 
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gave to the tribe of Levi all the tenth in Israel 
for an inheritance. 
, 
Second. The laws concet'ning temple-feasts 
and sacrifices, which requirec1 every 111ale pJ ew 
to go, from wherever his home might be, up 
to ,J erusalem three times each year to spend a 
season in feasting before the Lord. Two of 
these occasions lasted seven, days each, and 
, 
the third one day. 
Third. A soul-ransom of half a shekel 
, ' (about twenty-five cents) \vas delnanded of 
every person over twenty years of age ,vhen-
ever the people ,,'"ere ntunbered. 
Fourth. The acceptance of the service of 
the Levites in~tead of the first-bo19 n males of " 
Israel, or, if there were more of the first-born 
males than of the Levites, then the acceptance 
of the redemption money (5\'e shekels-
about $2 50 each) in place of the surplus fir:;'~ 
bOI'n . 
Fifth. The redemption or the sacrifice of 
the first ... born rnale beasts. If clean, tIley 
were to he sacrificed to God; if clean, but 
bl€ll1ished, they \'{ere to be· eaten; if unclean, 
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tbey were to be redeeme.d by the pflyment of 
five sbekelb. 
Sixth. The apportionment of the spoils 
taken inwal". The prey was to be divined into· 
t\VO parts, one for those who went to the \yar, 
the othej- for the congregation .. 
God's levy on the first was one in five hun .. 
dred of men and cattle, and on the seconrl, one 
in fifty; while it embraced all the gold, sil vel", 
and jew"eI8. 
Besides all these reqnirements, there were 
certain 'national laws \vbich entailed great 
,-.. 
sacrifices upon the people. In the first place 
the sabbatical year, occurring e\' ery sf;"venth 
year, in which they were forbidden to SO\V, 
reap, or gather, but were compelled to live 
upon the sixth year's harvest, and allow the 
poor to gather the seventh year's gl'o"rth, 
must have been a serious burden to them. 
Then came the year of jubilee 'every -fiftieth 
year" , in which they were not only prohibited 
to sow or reap, but were requit"ed to give Ub· 
erty to their slaves, cancel their debtR, and 
keep the whole yen!" as n jubilee to the Lorc1. 
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In addition to these ,vas the law concerlling 
fruit trees. ~rbe first three yr.ars' bearing 
was unclean; the fourth was holy to the 
Lord; the fifth and thereafter might be n p-
prol?rinted by themsel'€s. As if aU the fore-
going were not enough, every third year's 
. tithes, or tenths, "rere to be given to the 
pour, and beyond all this the people were 
commanded like~;rise to be gene1"OUS to the 
poor in voluntary gifts. Deut. xv, 17·-11 .. 
So far was this care for the poor extended, 
that the people were not only not to glean in 
the corners of their fields, but if a ~h€af ,vas 
forgotten in the field they were forbidden to 
recover it, as it was to be left for the poor. 
Still further, there ,vere obligations to meet 
special emergeneies, such as the erection of 
the tabernacle, the building of the tenlple, 
and the repair of the temple upon variou~ 
occasions. 'rhe magnitude of the offerings 
made at the building of the temple may be 
regarded as indicati \'e of the habitual gener-
osity of the J evvish people under the in" 
tluence of their la\vs of benevolence. 
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.A.ceording to Dr. Clarke, David prepared 
of golcl $3,685,714,285, and of silver $2,432," 
432,430 .. 
fIe gave of his own private Sb.bstance 
$105,488,250 in gold, and $17,027,500 in 
silver. . 
The chief fathers also gave in gold $175,-
813,750, and $24,325,000 in silver, lnaldng a 
grand total of $6,440,801,215 from the J e\vish 
people inhabiting a tr-act of territory about as 
large as the State of New I-Iampshire. This 
was about $4,293 for every fighting man, and 
over $700 for each mall, woman, and child in 
the realm. 
That sum is nlore than twice as large as our 
national debt. It is one hundred and thirty .. 
four times the value of fill the churches and 
parsonages of the M. E. Church in the United 
States. It would build 32,204 churches like 
the new St. J ohu's Church, of Brooklyn, at a 
cost of $200,000 each! I ! 
The New Testament dispensation like\vise 
gives DEFINrrE EXPRESSION to those functions 
of our nature which lead to sacrifice and 
• 
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benevolence, in four well-defined and cleal'ly 
stated la '\vs : 
1. The law of FAMILY PROVISION; 1 Tim .. v, 
8: "But if any provide not for his own, 
and specially for those of his O'V'll house, he 
hath denied the faith, and is worse tllan an 
infidel." 
2. The la\v of }{INISTERI.AL SUPPORT; 1 Cor. 
ix, 14: "Even so hath the Lord ordained 
that they which preach the Gospel should 
live of the Gospel;" and Gal. yi, 6: "Let him 
that is taught in the word communicate unto 
him that teacheth ill an good things." 
3. The la\v of GOVERNl\IENTAL SUPPLY;'· 
1\fatt. xxii, 21: "Then saith He unto thenl, 
Render therefore unto Cesar the things which 
are CeRar's; and un to God the things that are 
God's;" and Rom. xiii, 6, fol: "For t.his cause 
pay ye tribute also: for they are God's minis-
ters, attending continually upon this very 
thing. }{endcr therefore to all their dues: 
tribute to whom tl'ibute is due; Ctlstoln to 
whom custom; teal' to ,vhom fear; honor to 
'W honl bonor." 
• 
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4. The law of OBSERVATION OF NEED-
1 John iii, 17: "But whoso bath this world's 
good, and seeth hi~ brother have need, and 
shutteth up his bowels of compassion frOlTI 
him, how d welletb the love of God in him?" 
• 
Tllese are statutes designed to control 
Christian life, and in confornlity with which 
that life is an unspeakable blessing to the 
,varId, but in antflgonism with which that life 
is spurious, or at le'ast faulty and inl perfect .. 
But laws are al ways 1110dified by principles. 
This brings us to the second class of princi-
ples noticed at the beginning of this investiga-
tion, namely: The principles OF GRACE, in 
connection ,vith which these laws are to be 
exhibited. 
Before enlarging upon these, it is well to 
insist upon the reasonable distinction between 
legal proprietorship and moral ownership. 
The man may be the legal proprietor of .tIl 
that he has in possession,· bnt God is its 
OWNER; hence, any demand that he lays IIp'' 
on man's substance is a debt to him, and Ulan 
can rightfully claim only the use of suell 
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~" 
portion as 111ay be exempt from his reqnire-
ments. 
'" And even the USE of THAT must be in con· 
formity with the obligations of stewardship 
which lIe has laid down. The principles of 
grace referred to, which modify the four 1aws 
of' benevolence revealed in the N e,v Testa .. 
ment, are: 
First, LOVE, laid down in the second great 
commandment: , "Thou shalt love thy neigh-
bor as thyself;" and in its preceptive state .. 
Dlcnt called the" Golden Rule," Luke vi, 81: 
" Ancl as ye ,vould that men should. do to you, 
do ye also to them likewise." 
And also in their SPECIAl, STATUTE FOR DO-
ING GOOD James iv, 18: "Therefore to him 
that knoweth to do good, and doeth it Dot, to 
him it is sin." 
All these are but different expressions of the 
" ' 
same principle of love. 
" 
Second. LOVING SACRIFICE. As a Dfltural 
corollary, the principle of loving sacrifice for 
tbe brethren springs directly from that of the 
love just named. 
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This principle is laid down by J obn xiii, 34, 
and xv, 12,.13: "A new commnndlnent I give 
unto you, that ye love one another; as I ha vo 
loved you, that ye also love one another." 
"1.~is is my comn1andment, that ye love one 
another, as I have loved you. Greater love 
hath no nlan than this, that a man lay clown 
his life for his friends;" indicating that it nlay 
be the Christian':;; dut.y to lay dovv"n his life 
for others. And, as if purposely to guard 
against a possibi ity of nJistake upon this 
point, J Ohll says: "Hereby we perceive t.he 
love of God, becauRe he laid down bis life 
for us; AND WE OUGHT TO LAY DOWN OUR 
LIVES FOR THE BRE'l'HREN." 
. This principle of loving sacrifice has, in the 
Scriptures, certain special illustrations in cases 
of ()htt'rch eJnergencies, for example: 
On the day of Pentecost, the great multitude 
, Qf strangers '\vho were relying upon the hos· 
pitality of the Jews were, \vhen converted, 
utterly without Ineans of support ; hence, 
" as many as ,vere I )ossessors of lands or houses 
sold theIn, aud brought the prices of the 
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" 
things that were sold, and laid them down at 
the apostle"s feet: and distribution was made 
unto every man according a~ he hacl need." 
'~.And the multitude of them that believed 
,vere of one heart and of one sonl: neither 
said any of them that aught of the things 
which he possessod was his o'vn; but they had 
all things common." 
Again, when, at a later period, persecution 
had brok~n up the ordinary inc1ustrieg of 
the dist'iples of Jerusalem, and they were in 
, 
great distl~ess, Paul wrote to the Oorinthians, 
saying, "N ow concerning the collection for 
the saints, as I. have given order to the 
Churches of Galatia, even so do yeo Upon 
the first day of the 1-veek let everyone of you 
Jay by him in store, as God hath prospered 
him, that there be no gatherings ",{ben I 
coole." 
rrhis Jast example was a divinely .. impo~~d 
tax upon the resources of one portion of Ghe 
Chureh for the relief of another, and both 
illustrations are designed to teach us "'bat the 
Christian prin<:iple of loving saerifice clelnands 
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IN El\IERGENCIES even the surrender of all to 
God for the good of the Church. 
1'hird .. The third principle of gl~ace is laid 
down in the parable of the 'ralents, and is 
that of IMPROVEMENT OF ItIEANS FOR THE 
GLORY OF THE MASTER, accor(ling to t,vo ,veIl· 
defined rules: 
. 1. Each nlust improve his o'vn trusts. 
r~rhe one w'itb fi ve talents has those five to caro 
fOT, ,vhile the one with ten D1USt use all of the 
ten, and none others . 
• 
2 .. Each must improve them in the l'atjo of 
their lnag-nitude; that is, each must cultivate 
~.~ , 
bis elltire ability, be it more or less, so that 
eaeh sepruoate talflnt shall have full develop-
ment; hence, as each of the first five taltln ts 
of hinl who has ten (A) equals in increase that 
of each of the five taJents of billl \vho bas but 
five, (B), therefore the increase of the second 
... 
five of (A) is unmatched by any thing in (B). 
Consequently (A) has in the aggregate double 
the increase of (13); that is, in the ratio of tIle 
Inagnitude of his gifts, and nothing less than 
this can meet his (Jbligation. 
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The fourth principle of grace is ANTAGONTSlf 
TO OOVETOUSXESS. 
This principle crops out in many planes 
in the New Testament. vv"r edesignate a 
few, and invite careful attention to the 
" 
• • cltatlons: 
1. THE THORNY HEARER; he who "re .. 
cei ved seed among thorns, and the cares of 
this world, and the deceitfulness of riches 
obol<.ed the word, and he became unfruitful," . 
• • • IS a cautIon agaInst covetousnes~. 
2. THE RICH YOUNG SEEK1~R, to whom 
Christ would show, by a single test, that so 
far from "loving his neighbor as himself" 
"from his youth up," he loved his money· 
more than his own soul, is a ,Yarning against 
the seU:"deluding power of covetousness. Jesus 
said unto him, ,~ If thou wilt be Pe?7ect, go and 
~ell all that thou hast anc1 give to the poor, 
and come and follow me, and thou shalt have 
treaSllre in heaven. But when the young rUfln 
heard that saying he went away sorrowful, 
for he \vas very rieh." 
2. THE PARABLE OF Iu\ZARUS AND TUE RICH 
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UAN "ras designed not so much to show the 
different states of good and \\ricked men in the 
future ,\vorld, as to point to the legitiJJ2ate 
results of inc1 ulging a covetous disposition, for 
it was spoken to the Pharisees, "WHO WERE 
COVETOUS." 
4. CONVERSATION, that is, conduct "ritbout 
• 
COVETOUSNESS, IS COMMENDED. Heb .. xiii, 5: 
"Let your conversation be \vithout covetous-
ness; and be content with such things as ye 
have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee." 
5. The COMPANY of the COVETOUS is PRO-
HIBITED. 1 Cor. v, 9-11, Paul says: "I ,vrote 
unto you in an epistle not to company with 
fornicators .. &I • But now I have written unto 
you not to keep company, if any man that is 
called a brother be a fornicator, or COVETOUS, 
or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or 
an extortioner; with such an one, DO, Dot to 
eat." 
6. The LOVE OF MONEY IS DEPLORED. 1 Tiln. 
vi, 10: "The love of money is the root of. aU . 
evil: which while some coveted after, they 
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have erred from the faith, and pierced them., 
sel ves thrtlugh with many ~orrows." 
7. 'fhe VILE ASSO""'1.A.TES OF COVETOUSNESS. 
are named. ~lark vii, 20-22: "That ,vhieh 
. corneth out of the man, that dt?fileth the man. 
For from within, out of the heart of rueD, pro-
ceedevil thoughts, ailulteries, fornications, 
murders, thefts, COVETOUSNESS, vvickedness, 
deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, 
pride, foo1ishness." 
Rom. i, 29-32: "Being filled with all un .. 
l'ighteousness, fornication, wickedness, COV.ET-· 
OUSNESS, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, 
debate, . deceit, malignity; whisperers, back .. 
• 
biters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boast .. 
ers, inventors of evil things, disobedient to 
parents. Without understanding, covenant-
breakers, without natural affection, implaca-
ble, unmerciful. Who, knowing the judg) lent 
of God, that they which commit such things 
are worthy of death, not only do the same, 
but have pleasure in them that do them." 
True, this recital is repulsive, but is it not 
significant that covetousness is coupled witr. 
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these enormities, and over and over ag::un 
catalogued as a kindred spirit? 
Paul tells us that the covetous are to be 
excluded from the kingdom of heaven. 1 Cor 
vi, 9, 10: "Know ,ve not that the unrigllt~ 
eous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? 
Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor eifelninate, nor 
abusers of thell1Selves with mankind, nor 
thieves, nor COVETOUS, nor drunkards, nor 
revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the 
kingdom of God .. " 
Eph. v, 3-5: "But fornication, and all un .. 
cleanness, or COVETOUSNESS, let it not be once 
named among you, as beC0111eth saints; nei-
ther filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor j(lst-
iug, which aI'e not convenient: but rather 
giving of thanks. For this ye know, that no 
whoremongel", nor unclean person, nor cov-
ETOUS man, whQ is an idolater, hath any in-. 
beritance in the kingdom of Christ and of 
God.'" 
Strange tha.t covetousness, the one only re 
• 
spectable sin in virtuous communities, should 
, 
, 
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" 
be classed with such abominable associat~s iv 
God's word 1 
Depend npon it, Goil means 8ornetltfrt(j 
by it! 
8. The THINGS WHICH EXPOSE TO GOD't.$ 
" 
WRATH likewise ,\varn ns against covetousness. 
Col. iii, 5, 6: "Mortify therefore your melU" 
bers which are upon the earth; fornication, 
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concu-
piscence, and COVETOUSNESS, which is idolatry; 
for which'tbing's sake the wrath of' God COIn .. 
eth on the children of disobedience." 
vVbat, then, is this fearful covetousness that 
must be antagonized? 
. In Hebrew, Greek, Latin, and English 
alike, it signifies EAGER, LONGING DESIRE. 
, 
Yet its condernnation is not in the fact that 
,it is desire, nor yet in its strength, for we 
are commanded to "covet earnestly the b,est. 
gifts .. " 
On . the other hand, it is not in desiring 
TEMPORAL THINGS, for the parable of the tal .. 
~nts teaches us that increase of substance is 
even commanded; but it is in GIVING TO 
• 
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INTERESTS OF SECONDARY I]\fPORT.ANCE T!IE 
STRENGTH OF DESIRE THAT BELONaS ONLY TO 
SPIRITU All THINGS! ! 
'The mind is so constituted that it cannot 
covet wealth of gold and wealth of gifts at tl1e 
same time; hence, he who covets gold instead 
. of' God, gives it the cbief place in his hear-t, .... 
and by 4Joing so becomes an idolater. 
Covetousness is generally marked by two 
or three peculiar and dangerous features: 
. 1.) It commences long before it is suspected, 
and usually in the guise of some laudable am-
bition; for example, to provide for one's o\vn 
household, to acquire the means that will en ... 
able one to be more benevolent, or in some 
other really commendable way. 
2.) Iilsensibility to its existence increases in ... 
the· ratio of augmented danger; that is, the 
more commanding it becomes, the less con-
sciousness of obedience its vict.hn has .. 
3.) It so perverts the conscience that its 
victims often, perhaps usually, think theln .. 
".; ", 
,,,' .. 
sel yes right In theIr course. 
So, that it is difficult to find one WhOlTI the 
, 
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world and the Church brands as cov~t()US~ 
, 
who does not justify hirnself in all his penn-
riousness, honestly believing that he is only 
doing his duty to himself; YET·,< "rr:HERE IS .A-
WAY THAT SEEMETHRIGHT UNTO A :UAN, BUT 
THE END THEREOF ARE THE WAYS OF DEATH." 
N ow we are prepared to lay dow"n the 
CHRISTIAN LAw OF GIVING in sundry propo .. 
sitions of practical bearing, all drawn from 
a careful aaalysis of the principles of gl'ace 
before mentioned, and a patient comparison 
,vith them of the New Testament IJa\vs of 
Benevolence. 
]"'irst. The calls of government must be Inet 
regardless of personal judgment. V\,Then --5-
denland comes from the governnlent in a legal 
way, th13 Christian should recognize and obey 
it '\vithol1t a murmur. If it be in the form of 
heavy t.a,ration, he should meet it as one of the 
claims of God upon his property, and regard 
it as one of the duties which he owes to 
Ch rist as well as to his government .. 
Second. Each is under obligation to give 
HIS PROPO}{,TION of an adequate support to IliA 
'l-'HE CHRISTIAN I...IAW OF GIVING. 27 
minister, regardless of personal preferenceBII 
One may like SOlne other minister much better 
than his o\vn, and may choose to hear sorne 
other rather than his OWll; but all this does 
not exonerate him ii'om the obligation to sup-
port his own so long as he relnains in the 
relation of a parishioner to him, unless provi ... 
dential circumstances interpose to prevent. 
Third. Each is expected to make a REA ... 
SONABLE provision for his faluily. 
This is incumbent upon every man. 
:rIe ,vho, in the day of prosperity, squanders 
his earnings by extravagance, so that when 
adversity comes he is obliged to ask the aid of 
charity, sins against God in that faut.. A.n 
ADEQU ATE provision for his fallllly is his sacred 
duty; but, like Inost other duties, its extent 
call only be determined by a careful conlpari ... 
son of all the cireUlnstances of the case with 
counter-balancing obligations. 
One should accumulate, but he should also 
GIVE. But how MUCU he should gi ve, \vhat 
f)roportiun he should save or give, cannot be 
deterrnined by the strength of the propeusity 
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in either direction, or by any OIc1 Testament 
example, or single New Testament precept, 
but by carefully weighing all the interest~ and 
obligations concerned. 
'rhe basis of an estimate for a competent 
family provision should in general be the tol-
lowing items, namely: 
1. rrHE NUMBER OF THE FAMILY. All other 
circumstances being equal, the necessary ex .. 
penses of a family will al "rays be in the exact 
ratio of its numbers. Hence, this becomes an 
import ant factor in the calculation of the 
aillount needed for family provision. 
2. THEIR SOUIAL POSITION must be taken' 
, into the account. 
Social distinctions will exist as long as men 
respect talent more than imbecility, position 
and influence more than obscurity and PO\Vt..l-
lessness, and as long as t.hey love wealth 
for the blessings "\-vhich are locked in its 
coffers. 
Equality of social position can only exist 
.', with equality of talent, energy, opportnnity', 
and providential blessingR a state of things 
, , , 
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that never has existed, and never will in this 
world. 
Diversity in social condition is as much an 
ordainnlent of heaven as variety of featnres, .. 
cOlnplexion, or stature. Position in lite 
should, therefore, enter as allother hnportant 
elenlent in the estimate of the sum to be alo 
lo\\:red for family expenses . 
.. 
But it should be renlemberec1 that this give~ 
no license to extravagance in any sphere. It 
rnakes no concessions to the vanity of mere 
show, and gives no indorsement to unhealth-
ful indulgences, demoralizing amusements, or 
unchristian indolence. 
Social position does not permit any man to 
live an indolent life; and he who voluntarily 
indulges such a life ,vill have a fearful ac .. 
count of napkin-wrapped talents to render at 
the Great Day. 
No Christian can live other than the Ul0st 
active life that his circumstances and health 
\\"111 pel'lllit without bringing guilt UpOll his 
soul. . 
'rhere is too luuch to be done in tbis\vorld 
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t)f sin and misery to permit a man to live a 
drone. 
3. The next element in the calculation for 
provision for the fltmily is NEEDFUL EDUCA-
TION. flere the rule should be: every child 
should, if practicable, have the education tbu.t 
will best qualify him for the effective aecom .. 
plishment of his work in life. 
Before, then, one can accurately estitl1ate 
how much he needs with which to educate his 
family, he must determine what his children 
al:e to be. If one son is to be sitnply a day 
laborer, a common school education luay be 
all that is required. 
If anot her is brilliant, has strong studious 
propensities, and desires to becolne 3, lawyer, 
a physician, or a minister, a collegiate educa-
tion may be a necessary qualification for the 
I110St effective '\vork in his sphere. No matter 
ho\v poor the parents nlay be, they are justi-
fied in endeavoring to give that boy the edu.. 
cation that will best fit him fOt" his ,vork in 
, 
lite. And no Blatter how rich they may be, 
they· are not justifiecl in giviug him any 
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rnore than that which will best qualify him for 
his position. 
If the day laborer \vill be better fitted for 
his work by a collegiate training, and if he 
eftn, without an undue sacrifice of other inter" 
ests, seoure it, the principle under discussion. 
a~cords to him the right to have it. 
If still another SOD, ,yith sufficient capacity, 
aims to becolne a man of science, he should 
have not merely a college coursp, and a scien-
tific course after that, but, if pl'acticable, all 
the advantages of the foreign universities in 
addition. 
So of daughters.. Each should have all the 
culture that prospective emploYluent or posi-
tion lnay demand, when viewed from the most 
reasonable stand-point possible under the cir .. 
CUlustances. Of course these statelnents are 
very general. 
. So various are our habits of thought, arising 
froIn constitution, education, and association, 
that any nlore definite rules "\vould inevitably 
olash against the honest judgluent of multi ... 
tudCB of good rnen. 
• 
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13ut great care should be exercised Jest a 
penurious disposition blind the judgment into 
denial of the rights of children in this respect, 
or, on the other hand, lest an ul1ha.11ovved 
fam~y alnbitiol1 le~d to such lavish expencli-
,tures as Will prove a squandering of the talents 
of' our stewardship. 
, 
4. THEIR SUITABLE ESTABLISHMENT IN IiIFE, 
in the position that they are designed to fill, 
either by business or Inarriage, is also in-
cluded in needful family provision. 
It should be borne in rnind that the Church 
iR designed to be perpetuated through the 
family. Hence, SOllle of the most impol~taDt 
duties of the parent are predicated upon the 
assulnption that the children will be faithful 
to Chri8tian obligations. 
, This is one: The business capital or rnal 
riage portion is committed to the child in trust 
, for God. lIenee, while its atnount should be 
l'egulfLted by conscientious convictions, it 
should be a principle controlling those convic-
tions, that the child ren should not be enabled 
,to live ill indolence ; .. and that in ordinary cir 
", 
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r.umstances, no' legacy or further portion 
whatever should be left to them. 
Let this be distinctly understood. It is a 
Christian principle, fairly c1ed ucihle from the 
facts and logic of this essay, that all the 
child is to have after his education should be 
given him in his outfit, provided be has 
business capacity, trust,\"\1orthiness, and ap-
• 
propriate opportunity; and provided, also, that 
the outfit can be given ,vithont damage to the 
reasonal)le provision of the parents for their 
own old age. 
vVe are a,vare that thi8 point will bl 
strenuously controverted.. 13ut if suitable sup-
port, education., and establishment in life do 
not comprehend the WHOLE of a parent's duty 
to,vard his child ren in the use of the Lord's 
. property, (save in the exceptional cases lnis-
fortune, sickness, etc.,) then NO RULE CAN BE 
• 
GIVEN, and godl y parents ,vill' continue to 
bequeath to godless children~ t.o be usec1 in the 
service of Satan, the property that llas been 
consecrated to Christ, and professedly held in 
trust for the interests of his cnnse in t1le world .. 
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There is no 1nore glrlrinu absurdity ~n the 
. Ohurch tItan tIle cornmon practice ojt lea?)in{} 
thousancZs to chilcZren who do not need thern, 
and are not macle bette'}> by the?n, rne?"'ely be-
CCt7.tse the father Clcql-tired or held then'l., while 
the very cause ~()ltich that father J'JrojessecZ to 
love .supre1nely ,qoes begging for the ?niserable 
pitta?~Ce8 eloled out by the stuntecl lUl/~d of 
hoa1'ding piety. 
5. A REASONABLE RESERVE FOR PARENTS TN 
• 
OLD AGE OR DISABILIT'Y should like"w"ise be in· 
eluded as a part of enjoined Dllnily provision~ 
Practically this is. one of the most diffiuult 
points to settle connected with thi~ extremely 
, . 
difficult s:tbject .. 
How much scope should be given to trust 
in Providence, and bow much opportunity for 
grateful returns fi'om the children in the fOfrn 
of support. in old age or disability, can only be 
answered by the individual judglnent in full 
vie,v of all the ci l'Ctlmstances of the case,and 
,vith an earnest desire to be a faithful steward 
of the Lord's 1110ney; always remembering 
that the tendency will be toward excess of pro 
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, ~ 0, 
tJision rather thap excess of tl"ust, either in 
God or in children. 
, . 
" ..,' ., 
In general term~, pl'ovision for age or disa-
bility may be calculated upon the basis of 
official or social position, previous justifiable 
habits of life, and special person~~l, domestic~ 
or related circumstances. 
. ." 
It 111ay be objected that tllis duty of falnily 
provi8ion, as thus explained, gives such lat-
itude to aeq nisi~iveness that it practically 
exonerates the great mass of Dlen from the 
obligations of b?nevolence. 
We answ'er: In this, as in most other nloral 
duties, much ll1ust be Jeft t9 privat,e j udgmcnt, 
under the direetion of the individual con-
science; for no rule can be given so prel ise 
and rigid as to hold tightly all advantages, 
and yet so flexible as not to be unjust to dis-
advantaO'es. 
. . ·0· 
rrhe best that can be done i~ to 13,Y dOWDb . 
rule,' and then educate the conscience l)y 
pl'ecepts relating to the rule. Had the golden 
rule itself Qeen cast upon the world alone, it 
would have been merely a beautiful moral 
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sentiment, but as IJOwerless as beautiful. It 
needed all those special preceptive enforce .. 
ments that are found in the New Testament, 
suob as James iv, 18, etc., to render it, in the 
estimation of men, an authoritative proclama-
tion of duty. 
So, in/the matter of giving, we draw rules 
from the word of God; but the conscience must 
be educated to apply thenl correctly . 
• 
Again, it bas been objected that the exam .. 
pIe of the poor widow, whom the Saviour 
commended because she cast "all 'her liv-
ing into the Lord's treasury, is, by irnplica-
. tion at least, against any provision for the· 
future. 
But to this it is sufficient to reply, that she 
, 
did Dot live under the Gospel economy, but 
• 
under the Mosaic; hence, her example is not 
pertinent. Besides, the Saviour's commenda-
. tioD seemed designed not so .. much to recom .. 
nlend the extent of he]' benevolence, as to 
, 
show that in God's· sight her gifts were more 
val nable than were those which entailed no 
sacrifice. 
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It was her spz:rit of sClcrifice that Jesus 
. approved, not merely for the sake of the sacri-
fice, but because of the contrast whieh she 
furnished to the pompous gifts that had no 
merit of sacrifice whatever, for they gave 
"out of their abundance." 
6. BUSINESS CAPITAL, which should be pre-
served, enlarged, or diminished, according to 
the business judgment of the proprietor, in 
oJ~der to secure the lar~e8t honest returns, is 
...... 
also to be estimated as a part of this provision 
for one's fhInily; that is, one whose business 
yields enough to meet all the foregoing 
claims to a reasonable extent may, if he deeln 
it best, appropriate a hll~ge share of his in-
crease to the enlalogement of his capital, if his 
object be to use it, and its increase, as God 
directs. 
But, ,vhile meeting the deluands of govern-
ment and the calls of the ministry, and \v bile 
making snch pl'ovision for the family, 
7. EACH ~[UST 11:EET THE 'VANTS OF THE 
NEEDY according to the deJnands of the gold .. 
PH rule. rro undel'staud \vhat those delnands 
\ 
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. tlire in any case, suppose a tranRposition of 
circumstances with the destitute, so that you 
• • 
are the suffering one and he is in your present 
eondition, what, then, would you have a right 
to ask or expect of hi III ? .. 
Settle this question impartially, and the 
golden rule requires you to do the same fot 
him. 
Again, ,,"hile nleeting the demands of gov .... 
ernment, the ministry, the family, and the 
golden rule, 
8. EACH MUST RESPOND TO THE CALLS OF 
CHURCH EMERGENCY, whether they arise from 
sudden and general distress, and em bl~aee all 
that a man has· . as in the eal'ly Chu'J"ch at 
Jerusalerl1' or whetber they spring from local 
straits· that necessitate only a tax UPOll sur· 
rounding regions, as in Paul's call to the 
Galatians and Corinthians for the relief of the 
saints at Jerusalem at a later period. And 
all this must be done according to the law 
of the talents, which is, the more obe has thl. 
Ulore must he give, other things being equal. 
There is yet another principle of impera-
• 
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tive obligation upon all, rich and poor alike, 
namely, that of ANTAGOSISM TO .. COVETOUS-
NESS. 
• 
Each must give enough to keep do\vn eager 
desire, even tor family proylsion. 
It is his only safety. 
v\Then the desire for money beeomes ab~ 
sorbing, whether in prince or beggar; it is 
that covetousness that God abhors, and its 
natuL-nl and only antidote is gi,ring, gluing, 
GIVING' depleting the plethoric desire tin its 
im perionsness is Rllbc1ued and its clamol"8 are 
bushed. All this must go on WHILE one is 
making provision for his iamily, and it sllould 
al \vays begin '\vith the -first independent llse 
of rneans, in order to develop the faculty of 
benevolence in the same ratio that acquisitive .. 
Dess is develop~d in tl1e process of securing 
the means. But ,vhen that provision is made· 
that is to say, when one has enough, consid .. 
ering the number of his children and their 
social position, to educate them a nd give them 
a fair outfit in life,vvith no license to extrav-
agance and when he has busines:-5 capital 
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that gives him an adequate income, and has 
nlade l'€a~onable provision for his old age . 
after all thi~ is done, EVERY DOLLAn THAT HE 
E/.\.RNS BELONGS TO GOD for immediate use. 
He has no right to lay up more. 
This rule, therefore, absolutely prohibits the 
alnassing of great fortunes, except it be for 
some specific purpose of benevolence; for 
exanlple, the founding of institutions of learn-
ing or charity, 01" the·· prosecution of a great 
bueiness that cOl'responding profits may be 
made for God; for, when a man has Inade 
reasonable provision for his family, all the 
surplus either of past or future accumulation, 
\v-hether by accretion, industry, or inherit .. 
ance· should be used for benevolent purposes, 
according to the principle of antagoni~m to 
covetousness.. Aud as it would be a covetous 
.. desire to wish to keep any thing heyond 
one's needs, this law dernands the gift of an 
• 
..c'\.gain, the special statute under the golden 
rule, namely, "To him tllat knoweth to do 
good," etc., also requires the same surrender 
of all above our needs, as already a~tailed; 
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, 
for DO one can fail to know how he might do 
good with all bii surplus accumulations. So 
that, notwithstanding the apparent license 
given to hoarding in sonle of the fQregoing 
statements, if all be ta.k~n together, as they 
are designed to be, we fail to perceive any 
laxity in the theory. 
On the other hand, while pliable as the, 
ever-varying circumstances of men, it is rigid 
as the laws of heaven, and no man, in the 
faithful, practical use of it, will ever be 
'chargeable with covetousness, or a non-per-
formance of his entire duty as the steward of 
the Lord's property. 
A few logical inferences from this doctline 
may a.ppropriately close its discussion. 
1. No Christian has a right to hold in hIS 
possession property beyond what is required 
for family provision, 3S before detailed, except 
as business capital or in trust for another. 
2. When adequate family provision has 
been made, all the income from his capital 
. . 
should be given immediately to God, withollt 
waiting the uncertain issues of a legacy. 
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, 
3. When be dies, or becomes permaneutly 
disabled, the capital itself should ali be used 
for bellevolent purposes, unless still needed for 
family provision, none whatever being appro-
priated to individuals, institutions, or societies 
that do not need it. 
·, 
4. That portion of family provision which 
may be no longer needed by reason of the 
death of one or both parents, or one or more 
of the children, should be sacredly devoted to 
God not divided among the remainder, un .. 
less to supply existing deficiency in their' 
• • 
apportIonment. 
5. After reasonable family provision has been. 
made, any legacy received by the parents 
should be immediately devoted to benevolence, 
or used as business capital in tbeinterests of be-
nevolence, aud ultilllately to meet its claiIns. 
6. Christians should distribute their surplus 
as far as possible in health, and should always" 
have their wills made, so that Satan may not, 
by means of the statute laws concerning in-
testates, cheat God's cause out of that which 
is its due. 
" "" 
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trr. While making provision for his family, .. 
. the Ohristian should meet the calls of the 
needy according to the exigency of the case. 
8. While making that provision, he should 
honor· the demands of Church emergency 
a~cording as Providence may lay their pres-
sure upon him. 
9. 'Vhile making that provision he must 
ANTAGONIZE COVETOUSNESS AT ANY COST. His 
first and paramount duty is to save his own 
soul, and if covetousness can only be kept 
down by stripping himself of EVERY THING, he 
should resort even to that extremity. The 
spirit of covetousness must be slain, or the 
soul is lost 1 
PRACTICAL RESULTS. 
The practical results of the adoption of 
this doctrine by the Church would be: 
1. The curtailment of extravagant outlay in 
times of prosperity, and the husbanding of 
resources for the demands of duty, thus 
greatly diminishing the number of the poor. 
2. The consecration to God, in an. active 
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life, of talent and experience that might other. 
wise step into retirement, thus adding indefi-
nitely to the resources of the Church. 
3. An. ever-open ear and purse to the cans 
of benevolence, thus multiplying the givers, 
and making their burdens relatively lighter. 
4. The distribution of the overgrown for· 
tunes, that only curse their possessors, in to 
numberless channels of active ser~rice for the 
, 
Master, thus employing uncounted millions 
for Christ which now do little for bim. 
5. An exhaustless supply of means to the 
Church, which would soon .cause all of her 
charities to flourish, and carry the Gospel to 
the ends of the world. . 
The practical adoption, by any Church that 
we have ever known, of either of the three 
rules of giving, namely: 
Observation of need, Church emergeney, 
or antagonism to covetousness, would in .. 
crease their contributions manifold; mllch 
more, tl1e adoption of them all. 
Finally, my reader, the Christian law· or 
giving is thus before you. It has been 
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elaborated with Inucb prayer and effort, and 
is believed to present all the principles that 
may be needful, in ·any case, to fOrIn a correct 
judgment of duty in detail. . 
The responsibility of kno \vledge is now 
yours. Your spiritual \velfare is more inti .. 
mately connected \vith this than with almost 
any other duty. 
May God help yon to inquire honestly, 
investigate impartially, estimate duty con .. 
scientiously, and act consistently, and thus 
make to vourself" friends of the mamtnon 
.. 
of unrighteousness, that when ye fail they 
may receivo you into everlasting habita-
tions !" 
THE END. 
